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In-Person Court Proceedings  
  
Please note, the judicial divisions began moving into the new courthouse on December 
21. As such, the court will be on significantly limited operations this week and next. Also, 
counsel are encouraged to remember AO 20-08 that provided a local holiday on 
December 31st. There will be no court hearings on this day. There is no impact to e-filing. 
 
The Court looks to move into Phase II on February 15, 2021, subject to review of all 
local health conditions. Even with the improved facility these conditions do not lend 
themselves to begin counter service immediately with the opening of the new courthouse.
  
Jury Trials  
  
The Court has continued all jury trials until at least April 2021, at the earliest. In our 
most recent consultation with local health officials, we discussed the possibility of the 
community incidence rate dropping to a level low enough for the Court to resume jury 
trials. It does not appear likely that this will happen before Kansas is well into Phase II of 
the Vaccination Plan.  
  
Additionally, the resumption of jury trials is always evaluated in light of the Kansas 
Supreme Court's authority and decisions regarding the suspension of statutes of 
limitation. Most recently, on December 15, 2020, the Court issued 2020-PR-130: an Order 
suspending statutes of limitations and time standards through January 10, 2021. This 
suspension of time constraints should not in any way limit  ability to negotiate 
and resolve disputes. The Court remains available to assist in the resolution of cases 
prior to jury trial. 
  
By postponing jury trials until April of 2021, we also give attorneys the opportunity to 
become familiar with the new courthouse layout, courtroom technology, and safety 
protocols. Once an attorney has a jury trial calendared, you are expected to conduct 
equipment testing and review the state and local jury protocols prior to your jury 
trial. Attorneys will indicate, on the record, a working knowledge of courtroom technology 
and the jury trial plan during the final pre-trial conference. Attorneys unfamiliar with 
COVID-19 protocols and the appropriate use of the courtroom technology will not be 
permitted to proceed to jury trial. Except where the context is specific to jury trials, those 
protocols are designed and expected for application in all in-person hearings and non-
jury trials. Please get familiar with them. 
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